
Your Monthly
Resource for
Fresh Ideas!
Welcome to the GASC Gazette, 
the first issue of the Georgia 
Association of Student 
Councils’ monthly newsletter. 
You can count on this 
leadership publication for 
information on GASC, news 
about the convention, and 
event ideas for your council to 
try!

Kick Your Council 
Off Right!
School is back in full swing and 
student council is essential to 
starting the year off right. 
However, it’s important to 
welcome your council 
members back with open 
arms, and show prospective 
new members how great it is 
to be in student council! There 
are many creative and unique 
ways your council can do this: 
by having a fundraiser, holding 
elections, or  hosting a retreat.
                  see page 2 for more info!

This year we have 
completely redone the GASC 
website, www.gasconline.net. 
The journal school has been 
working to make the site 
more user-friendly, 
accessible, and useful for all 
of our GASC member 
schools. For membership 
info, council ideas and 

contact information, visit the 
web page. 

You will also be able to 
submit articles, take polls, 
and be participants in 
creating the GASC Gazette!  
Please go check us out and 
send us your best ideas, so 
we can share them with the 
rest of Georgia!

Check out the Website!

TAKE THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL CHALLENGE!

Middle School councils are a vital 
and often ignored aspect of student 
leadership. Because 6th, 7th and 8th 
graders are ultimately the future of 
your council, GASC would like to 
encourage our high schools to take 
on active involvement with their 
feeder middle school or junior high. 

Do this by visiting one of their 
council meetings, hosting a funday/ 
leadership summit, or even inviting 
some middle school students to one 
of your high school’s meetings, 

events. If these small gestures seem 
successful with your middle school, 
speak with their advisors about 
possibly having them attend GASC 
Convention in February, and (if 
financially possible) offer them a hug 
or handshake to assist with the cost. 

In turn, If you are a highly functional 
middle school council already, we 
still encourage you to team up with 
your high school and really make an 
effort to better prepare our kids for 
being lifelong leaders!
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Kick Your Council 
Off Right! (cont.)

• • •
A retreat is a chance for your council 
to truly bond, begin the school year 
on a good note, and introduce the idea 
of leadership to new members. 
Though it may seem like a huge 
undertaking, the payoff of hosting an 
event like this far exceeds the 
workload for many councils across 
the state.  Here’s what they do...

Begin by planning a date fairly close 
to the start of the school year, 
preferably sometime within the first 
month. This can be a Saturday or a 
large period of time after school. 
Invite all your new members to this 
fun and exciting event and make sure 
to have a jam-packed agenda. Here’s 
an example of one high school’s 
retreat agenda:        

StuCo Retreat Schedule              

3-4 Opening Session 
4-4:45 Committee Meetings

4:45-5:15 Workshop Session 1 
5:20-5:50 Workshop Session 2

5:50-6:40 Dinner and Class Meetings
6:45-7:30 Committee Games

7:30-8 Workshop 3
8:05-8:35 Workshop 4

8:35-9:30 Closing Session

POLL: FAVORITE STUDENT COUNCIL EVENT

“I really enjoy Homecoming every 
year and all the events that come 
along with it like spirit week  and of 
course the dance!” 

— Jenna McEachern, Sophomore
Norcross HS, Norcross

“I love Mix It Up week, where we promote 
anti-bullying and tolerance. Every day 
you pass people in the hallway that you've 
never even met, and Mix It Up week 
allows you to go outside of your comfort 
zone and meet those people!”

— Kevin Schatell, Senior
Mountain View HS, Lawrenceville

Homecoming	

 38%

GASC Convention	

 34%

Relay4Life	

 16%

Fall Retreat	

 6%

SASC Convention	

 3%

Can Drive	

 1%

Faculty Appreciation Day	

1%

HI I’M ____AND I’M A LEADER

THIS COULD BE YOU! 

Submit your photos and 

why you think this 
student is such an 

impressive leader, and 
they could be featured 

in the GASC Gazette. 

Email information to 
gascjournal@gmail.com

Nathan Brooks from 

North Gwinnett HS is 

September’s Member 
of the Month. A senior 

at North, Nathan 
actively participates in 

GASC as well as 

making his school a 
better place. Nathan 

“really loves the 
feeling of showing 

underclassmen that 

they too can be 
leaders”
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